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COMPANY MISSION

The mission of Ellis Wood Dance is to present performance work and develop community projects that focus on bringing the power of dance to a diverse audience. Wood’s artistic goal is to create ensemble work that merges fiercely technical movement with raw and revealing acting. The company's community-related work crosses cultural, racial, religious, socio-economic, generational, and gender boundaries to bring dance to communities that might not otherwise have this opportunity.

ARTISTIC STATEMENT

What is exciting to me about choreographing is riding the fine line between control and freedom. Reaching for pure physical abandon combined with extreme technical prowess, I strive to create work that will drive the dancers toward a generous emotional portrait of themselves. I make dances from my gut in the hope that the audience will take a ride with me into a passionate moment in space and time that could be their own.  With each new work, I seek out and embrace the everyday challenges in life, and from this exploration, create a whirlwind of movement and drama filled with contradictions and dichotomies. Both physically and emotionally, the performers attack the space with an unabashed sense of strength and vulnerability. With a sensual edge, they fearlessly fly into the less comfortable world of the unknown, exploding with the passion of movement, and moving with the intensity of women powerfully revealed.   – Ellis Wood

COMPANY HISTORY

Ellis Wood is the Founding and Artistic Director of Ellis Wood Dance. She choreographs, teaches and does residencies at schools, universities and festivals both nationally and abroad. Ms Wood has been awarded a 2006 Joyce SoHo Residency, the subsidiary of the Joyce Theater located in New York City. She received a 2002 NYFA Fellowship in choreography, and was one of ten choreographers in NYC nominated for the "Emerging Choreographer Award" given by the Downtown Arts Festival in collaboration with The Colbert Foundation. She has taught for two consecutive spring semesters as a Full Time Visiting Guest Artist at SUNY Brockport. Prior to founding Ellis Wood Dance, Ms Wood studied choreography with Joe Goode and Martha Meyers, and danced in the companies of Stephen Petronio, Dan Wagoner, and Bay Area Repertory Dance. She graduated from U.C. Berkeley in Dramatic Art/Dance, where she studied with her parents Marni and David Wood, who both danced with Martha Graham. At Berkeley she was awarded the two highest dance awards, The Eisner Prize, and The Florence Schwimley Award, as well as being named Athlete of the Decade in the sport of gymnastics. Ms Wood’s community outreach projects and workshops held in conjunction with her own company performances, have crossed cultural, racial, religious, socio-economic, generational, and gender boundaries to bring dance to communities that might not otherwise have this opportunity.

Ellis Wood Dance has been in residence at various colleges and universities such as UC Berkeley, Rutgers University, and New World School for the Arts as well as at The Yard on Martha’s Vineyard.  Ellis Wood has been presented at Dance Theater Workshop for seven seasons, Danspace Project at St. Mark's Church, The Martha @ Mother series, Tribeca Performing Arts Center, LMCC Evening Stars Series and other NYC venues. She has traveled to perform in such festivals and theaters as: The Tanzwoche Festival, Germany, The Fringe Festival in Portugal, Tseh School in Moscow, Russia, The Palucca Schule in Dresden, Germany, Overtoom 301 in Amsterdam, Dance Acadamien in Upsala, Sweden, The Fringe Festival in Toronto, Canada, Jacob's Pillow, The New Performance Gallery and Cowell Theater in San Francisco, The Fire Island Festival, The Generation X Festival and Panorama Sesi De Danca, Brazil.

Wood has received five DTW First Light Commissioning Grants with funds provided by The Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Foundation, the Jerome Foundation and from the New York State Council on the Arts. Ellis Wood has been awarded generous funding from The Jerome Foundation, Philip Morris Companies Inc., The Bossak/Heilbron Foundation, Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, LMCC Creative Communities Fund, The Puffin Foundation, New York Foundation for the Arts, The Greenway/Leibowitz Foundation and the Asian Pacific Fund. In addition, Ellis Wood is honored to be an Artist in Residence at Tribeca Performing Arts Center in New York City. Ellis Wood Dance will be in residence at Dance New Amsterdam next March and at New York University in Summer 2007. 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR BIOGRAPHY

ELLIS WOOD is the Founding and Artistic Director of Ellis Wood Dance. She choreographs, teaches and does residencies at schools, universities and festivals both nationally and abroad. Wood has been awarded a 2006 Joyce SoHo Residency, the subsidiary of the Joyce Theater located in New York City. She received a 2002 NYFA Fellowship in choreography, and was one of ten choreographers in NYC nominated for the "Emerging Choreographer Award" given by the Downtown Arts Festival in collaboration with The Colbert Foundation. She has taught for two consecutive spring semesters as a Full Time Visiting Guest Artist at SUNY Brockport and seven years as a Guest Artist at UC Berkeley. Prior to founding Ellis Wood Dance, Wood danced in the companies of Stephen Petronio, Dan Wagoner, Bay Area Repertory Dance, and in the works of various New York City choreographers. She graduated from U.C. Berkeley in Dramatic Art/Dance, where she studied with her parents Marni and David Wood, who both danced with Martha Graham. At Berkeley she was awarded the two highest dance awards, The Eisner Prize, and The Florence Schwimley Award, as well as being named Athlete of the Decade in the sport of gymnastics. Wood’s community outreach projects and workshops held in conjunction with her own company performances, have crossed cultural, racial, religious, socio-economic, generational, and gender boundaries to bring dance to communities that might not otherwise have this opportunity.

Ellis Wood has been presented at Dance Theater Workshop for seven seasons, Danspace Project at St. Mark's Church, Tribeca Performing Arts Center, LMCC Evening Stars Series and other NYC venues. She has traveled to perform and teach in such festivals and theaters as: The Tanzwoche Festival, Germany, The Fringe Festival in Portugal, Tseh School in Moscow, Russia, The Palucca Schule in Dresden, Germany, Overtoom 301 in Amsterdam, Dance Acadamien in Upsala, Sweden, The Fringe Festival in Toronto, Canada, Jacob's Pillow, The New Performance Gallery and Cowell Theater in San Francisco, The Fire Island Festival, The Generation X Festival and Panorama Sesi De Danca, Brazil.  

Wood has received five DTW First Light Commissioning Grants with funds provided by The Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Foundation, the Jerome Foundation and from the New York State Council on the Arts. Ellis Wood has been awarded generous funding from The Jerome Foundation, Philip Morris Companies Inc., The Bossak/Heilbron Foundation, Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, LMCC Creative Communities Fund, The Puffin Foundation, New York Foundation for the Arts, The Greenway/Leibowitz Foundation and the Asian Pacific Fund. In addition, Ellis Wood is honored to be an Artist in Residence at Tribeca Performing Arts Center in New York City. Ellis Wood Dance will be in residence at Dance New Amsterdam next March and at New York University in Summer 2007. 

COMPANY BIOGRAPHIES

LOREN DAVIDSON (Dancer) is a native of Florida and now enjoys life in Brooklyn. In 2003 she received a BFA from New World School of the Arts under the direction of Daniel Lewis, where she performed classic works by Jose Limon and Anna Sokolow. She was awarded full scholarship to the Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival, which led to involvement on a project with Liz Lerman Dance Exchange. This is Loren's first season with Ellis Wood Dance, and she is thrilled for the opportunity to dance with such a passion filled company.

AMY KNAUFF (Dancer) was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland, where she graduated from the Carver Center for Arts and Technology.  She graduated Magna Cum Laude with a BFA in Dance from the Florida State University, where she was awarded the Phi Kappa Phi Artist Award 2003.  In New York she has danced for Jamie Bishton Dance, Elizabeth Higgins Dance Theater, TEA and Daniel Charon.  This is her first year performing for Ellis Wood and she is most grateful.

CYNTHIA KOPPE (Dancer) was born in Singapore, grew up in Indonesia and Massachusetts, and recently settled in Brooklyn. She graduated with distinction in all subjects from Cornell University in May 2004 with a double major in Sociology and Dance and a concentration in Southeast Asia Studies. Upon graduation, Cynthia was inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa Society and honored as a Merrill Presidential Scholar for academic excellence and achievement in dance. The bulk of her dance training came from the wonderful faculty at Cornell, most notably Byron Suber, Jumay Chu and Jim Self, and from the woman who started her on her way, Jennifer Whitcomb. Cynthia was thrilled to join Ellis Wood Dance in 2005.

JENNIFER PHILLIPS (Rehearsal Director/Dancer) grew up in California and now lives in Brooklyn.  She has worked with Ellis Wood since 1997 and is an original member of the company.  She has toured extensively with the group to perform and teach at festivals and universities, as well as assisting Ms. 

Wood in setting work.  Other artists she has worked with include Wendy 

Perron as part of Lincoln Center Festival, Charlotte Boye-Christensen, and Keely Garfield.  In 1995, she received a BFA in Dance from NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, and prior to that, she trained with her beloved teacher, Shiela Darby. 

CANDICE SCHNURR (Dancer) first cultivated her love of ballet in Houston TX, and later earned her BFA in Modern Dance Performance from SUNY Purchase in 2003. Since graduating, she has danced with WIL SWANSON/ DANCEWORKS and co-founded Moving People, an experimental dance collective. She had the unique opportunity to work with Francois Girard and Bang On a Can in BAM’s production of Lost Objects . Candice joined Ellis Wood Dance in May 2005.

AMANDA SZEGLOWSKI (Managing Director/ Dancer) graduated Summa Cum Laude from the University of South Florida with a BA in Dance Studies and minor in Business Administration. While attending South Florida, Amanda spent her summers interning in NYC at the Merce Cunningham Dance Foundation as Assistant to the Company Manager. Immediately following graduation, she moved from her home in Tampa Bay to New York City hoping to work for a company like this one. In addition to managing Ellis Wood Dance, she performs with Maria Colaco Dance and also pursues her passion for hip-hop. 
KRISTINE WILLIS (Dancer) graduated Summa Cum Laude from SUNY Brockport with a BFA in dance. While at SUNY, she received numerous honors, including the SUNY Chancellor's Award for Student Excellence and the School of Arts and Performance Award.  Willis toured nationally and internationally while on scholarship with Up With People.  She has performed in works by David Dorfman, David Parsons, Shapiro and Smith, Lisa Race, Alan Sener, and Randy James.  A certified personal trainer and group fitness instructor, Ms. Willis enjoys helping others discover their own wellness paths.  She has been a proud member of Ellis Wood Dance since 2000.

NAOKO NAGATA (Costume Designer) started her career as a biochemist in Japan. Her evolution into costume making is a long story.  Nagata’s first costume was created in 1998 for Jeanine Durning’s DTW show. From that moment, she has been creating for a diverse group of choreographers and dancers non-stop. She has collaborated with David Dorfman Dance, Bebe Miller, David Neumann, Liz Lerman, Doug Elkins, Gina Gibney, Zvi Gotheiner, Paul Matteson, Karl Anderson, Mollie O’Brien, Molly Rabinowits, Ellis Wood and many, many others. Working closely with collaborators, Naoko helps bring to life what she calls “the creation of a shared dream.

ED RAWLINGS (Set Designer) is a licensed architect and designer. A graduate of Rensselear Polytechnic Institute, with minors in Art & Architectural History who has studied in Rome and worked in New York City for the last 16 years, he has led several award winning projects, including The Roosevelt Island School, the winning entry for the New York City Police Training Academy competition and the winning entry for the Massachusetts General Hospital ambulatory care facility competition. Other recent noteworthy work includes Dance Theater Workshop’s new building, Veritas Restaurant, and an award winning Temporary Walkway Canopy at Newark Airport. website: rawlingsarchitects.com

DANIEL BERNARD ROUMAIN (Composer) completed his doctoral work at the University of Michigan, where he also received his Masters in Music.  An accomplished violinist, his works have been performed throughout Europe and the United States.  In January 2001, Daniel’s work for voice and violin, Epilogue, 1965 was pemiered at Weill Recital Hall as part of a concert entitled “I, Too, Sing America” which celebrated African American poetry. The New York Times lauded his composition, Harlem Essay for Orchestra and Digital Audio Tape, for its “sophistication, invention and dry wit.” Roumain has composed music for and was a featured performer in The Breathing Show by dancer/choreographer Bill T. Jones.  Roumain is the Lead Teacher of the Music Composition and Theory Department as well as Artist-in-Residence at the Harlem School for the Arts. Recent commissions include works for the Brooklyn Youth Chorus, the Minneapolis Guitar Quartet, and the San Antonio Symphony. CD’s are available on his website at www.dbrmusic.com.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The Women’s Project

Ellis Wood Dance organizes and leads a series of workshops known as The Women’s Project. The project celebrates the powerful female voice through dialogue, movement classes and performances for low income, ethnic women's groups based in NYC and across the country.
The classes and movement workshops are designed specifically for non-dancers with the goal of creating opportunities for participants to explore their own ideas and passions through their relationship to movement.  Movement is used as a means to guide participants toward discovering a deeper understanding of themselves as women.  By drawing on dance as it relates to each person’s cultural background, our goal is to not only give the community women a voice, but also to broaden the vision and cultural diversity of both the participants and the Company’s performance work. 

Community Classes and Workshops

Whether in New York City, or on tour, Ellis Wood Dance also offers classes and workshops for the community at large. These classes/workshops are co-ed and open to the general public. They often culminate in an open showing or participant performance in conjunction with the Company’s performance.   

Women’s Studies Programs

While on tour at colleges and universities, the Company connects with Women Studies Programs to give workshops, lecture/demonstrations and performance experiences to non-dancers. We use our common interest in women’s issues and goal of female empowerment as a springboard for movement exploration and self-expression. 

SITE-SPECIFIC WORK

In addition to performing in traditional venues, Ellis Wood Dance performs site-specific works in unconventional locations. The company has pieces that can be transformed to inhabit various locations in an innovative and creative way on the spot. The company has also been commissioned to create original works specifically for certain sites. Recent projects include: 

•
Island Solutions 
Has been adapted to fit individual venues in Washington DC, Dresden, Germany, San Francisco, San Diego and Berkeley, CA. 

•
European Tour

During our 2006 European tour to Amsterdam, Portugal and Germany, we will be performing site-specific works in all three countries.

•
SiteLines Festival

Lower Manhattan Cultural Council has commissioned Ellis Wood Dance to create a piece called Fire on Wall Street to be performed on the outer balconies of the landmark Cipriani Building, located at 55 Wall Street in New York City. 

•
Cowell Theater, San Francisco, CA

Ellis Wood Dance with guests from UC Berkeley performed an installation throughout the theater lobby and main hallway.

•
Benefit for the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, NYC

Fire and Island Solutions were performed on balconies in the ballroom of Wall Street’s Cipriani Building.

•
40 Forward, NYC

Dance Theater Workshop’s 40th Anniversary celebration

Island Solutions was adapted to traverse floors 1-3 in the building’s main stairwell.


HISTORY OF REPERTOIRE 

* Red = Active Repertory

Hurricane Flora: Inferno

Premiere Date: 2006
Premiere Location: Drew University, Madison, NJ
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata
Set Designer: Ed Rawlings

Island Solutions

Premiere Date: 2006
Premiere Location: projekttheater, Dresden, Germany
Composer: Daniel Bernard Roumain
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata

Pignut

Premiere Date: 2005
Premiere Location: Cowell Theater, San Francisco, CA
Composer: Johnathan Lee

Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata
Stella

Premiere Date: 2004
Premiere Location: Dance Theater Workshop, New York City
Composer: Rufus Wainwright
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata

Lila Goes Fast

Premiere Date: 2004
Premiere Location: Tomar Fringe Festival, Portugal
Composer: 4 Hero
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata

Timeless Red

Premiere Date: 1998
Premiere Location: Dance Theater Workshop, New York City
Composer: Scott Westerfeld
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata, Jonny Stranger - Text

Set Designer: Ed Rawlings
Pregnant Study #3

Premiere Date: 2006
Premiere Location: Tribeca Performing Arts Center, New York City
Composer: Daniel Bernard Roumain
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata

Rin

Premiere Date: 2004
Premiere Location: Tomar Fringe Festival, Portugal
Composer: Sinead O'Connor
Costume Designer: Christian Grant

A Spirit Serves a Small Breakfast

Premiere Date: 2004

Premiere Location: Cowell Theater, San Francisco, CA
Composer: The Chemical Brothers
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata

Joan in the Mud

Premiere Date: 2002
Premiere Location: Tribeca Performing Arts Center, New York City
Composer: Daniel Bernard Roumain
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata
Set Designer: Ed Rawlings
Entropy

Premiere Date: 2002
Premiere Location: Hellerau Germany
Composer: 4hero
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata

Funktionslust Slut

Premiere Date: 2001
Premiere Location: The Duke Theater, New York City
Composer: Daniel Bernard Roumain
Costume Designer: Naoko Nagata

Fractured

Premiere Date: 2000
Premiere Location: Tribeca Performing Arts Center, New York City
Composer: seefeel
Costume Designer: Ursula Kempfner

Feeling Lila

Premiere Date: 2000
Premiere Location: Movement Research, Judson Church, New York City
Composer: Bjork

Costume Designer: Katrin Schnabl
Army of Me

Premiere Date: 2000
Premiere Location: SUNY Brockport, Brockport, NY

Composer: Bjork
Naked

Premiere Date: 1999
Premiere Location: Danspace Project, St Mark's Church, New York City

Composer: Scott Westerfeld
Costume Designer: Kim Chambers

Home for the Naked

Premiere Date: 1999
Premiere Location: Dance Theater Workshop, New York City
Composer: Scott Westerfeld
Costume Designer: Kim Chambers

Set Designer: Daniel Stebbins Park

Grace

Premiere Date: 1998
Premiere Location: Jacob’s Pillow, Lee, MA
Composer: Scott Westerfeld
Costume Designer: Emily Hoven

In Silence

Premiere Date: 1998
Premiere Location: Dance Theater Workshop, New York City
Composer: Lou Reed
Costume Designer: Christian Grant

After Darkness

Premiere Date: 1997
Premiere Location: Martha @ Mother
Composer: Scott Westerfeld

Costume Designer: Christian Grant
Set Designer: Lucas Richards

Ecstatic Garden

Premiere Date: 1996
Premiere Location: Dance Theater Workshop, New York City

Composer: Einstürzende Neubauten

Costume Designer: Emily Hoven

Violent Silence

Premiere Date: 1996
Premiere Location: Dance Theater Workshop, New York City
Composer: Moby

Costume Designer: Christian Grant

Canary

Premiere Date: 1995
Premiere Location: Dance Theater Workshop, New York City

Composer: Liz Phair

Costume Designer: Christian Grant

DESCRIPTION OF REPERTORY
Stella (2004)
5 minutes/ 1 dancer 

Stella, a solo by Ellis Wood, is a quick blast of hard-hitting energy, danced from the heart.

“In ‘Stella’ Wood ripples through incarnations of playfulness with the same audacity I remember from when I saw her first solo in DTW's "Fresh Tracks" almost 10 years ago, but with a more seasoned assuredness. I decide during this luscious solo that she's my favorite dancer in the world to watch.”

- Maura Nguyen Donohue, The Dance Insider
Timeless Red (1998)

15 minutes/ 5 dancers

Timeless Red, with a strong theatrical direction and visual design, traps three dancers in white between the controlling gestures of a red witch above and a Zen figure below. The original score is by Scott Westerfeld, text by Jonny Stranger and set design by Ed Rawlings.

“Timeless Red [is] a quintet in which minimalist patterns of choreography are carefully constructed then exploded, in conveyance of dramatic notions of dominance and rebellion.”

-Lisa Jo Sagolla, Back Stage, NYC

Island Solutions (2006) 
15 minutes/ 6 dancers

The piece is constructed to be a site-specific work that the dancers adapt spontaneously to each new theater setting (for example, the first duet usually takes place in and amongst the audience). Throughout the three sections of the piece, the audience becomes a witness to each dancer’s personal experience of ecstasy, which ranges from quiet internal exploration to raw fearless attack. Naoko Nagata designed the costumes and Composer Daniel Bernard Roumain has created an original score.

“Wildly imaginative…a distinctive group work, ‘Island Solutions,’ made effective use of hand-held lights to showcase Wood's choreographic invention and the dancers' electrifying physicality.”

-Jennifer de Poyen, The San Diego Union-Tribune

Lila Goes Fast (2004)

9 minutes/ 6 dancers

Lila Goes Fast encompasses the break-neck speed, sensuous dramaticism, and ferocious physicality that are at the heart of Ellis Wood Dance. The piece combines technical phrase work and intricate partnering with an intense dramatic edge. With pure physical abandon complimented by an unabashed sensuality, the vibrant women of Ellis Wood Dance discover the pure ecstasy of movement, riding the fine line between control and freedom. 

“New Yorker Wood, who directs her consciously all-female Ellis Wood Dance, carries within her a modern dance provenance linking her back to one of our greatest feminine and feminist American dance icons, Martha Graham. Wood's parents, Marni and David Wood, were Graham dancers in the 1960s, who together later went on to found the dance department at University of California Berkeley, where Wood was trained.

But Wood's dancers are by no means Grahamettes, less distinct copies of the original. They're real women: sensual, sexy, provocative, tough as nails, fearless. They relish the physical—Wood (a one-time gymnast) pushes her dancers hard to some technical boundaries—and in a work like the 10-minute program opener "Lila Goes Fast" the women get caught up in the sheer abandon of whipping kicks, snapping heads, full-throttled catches, falls and off-kilter balances. As an opener, "Lila Goes Fast" serves as a quick tutorial into Wood's sensibility: her women are strong, good-looking and assertive—like modern-day sorceresses who won't take no for an answer. In earlier centuries, no doubt, they would have been burned at the stake for heresy.”

- Lisa Traiger, danceviewtimes
Pignut (2005)

16 minutes/ 5 Dancers

Pignut seizes on the darker side of human nature, creating an intense and passionate Lord of the Flies female survival story. The piece explores human instinctual behavior as it takes the audience on a journey through a day in the life of five women heading unknowingly in the wrong direction. As the dancers realize that the pile of pignuts on the stage have become the only means of existence, they go through stages of oblivion, struggle, greed, compassion and injury. The dancers’ attempt to come together through ritualistic behavior finally turns sour, and one woman is sacrificed while each of the remaining are left to contemplate her own part in the event. Original score is by Johnathan Lee.

“A Lord of the Flies scenario influences Pignut, a new work that explores the darker side of human nature. These five women are rawly aggressive in their quest to rule the roost, in this case a pile of nuts. They tremble uncontrollably, trying to grasp a hold of the most nuts. Atavistic, at times nearly orgiastic, beneath Jessica Marchant's shadowy lighting, the women are mesmerizingly fierce, their faces as dramatically active as their bodies are physical. Grimaces, sneers, gasps and silent groans punctuate this seething cauldron of bodies all bent on capturing the most, winning, overcoming their co-competitors. It's a grueling study, approached with breathless abandon.”

- Lisa Traiger, danceviewtimes

Hurricane Flora: Inferno (2006)

Air: 22 minutes

Earth: 15 minutes

Fire: 9 minutes

Water: 7 minutes

Total piece is 55 minutes

Performed as an evening-length piece or as individual pieces/ 6 dancers
Hurricane Flora: Inferno touches on Wood’s choreographic themes of femininity and the elements. The work consists of four consecutive sections, Air, Fire, Earth and Water. In Hurricane Flora: Inferno, the dancers utilize each element to inspire a visceral expression of their personal life experiences. By encompassing the qualities of the selected element, the dancers lead the audience through an experiential journey of female struggle, passion and hope. 

Each section of the work takes a different approach to examining life choices women face. Hurricane Flora: Inferno opens with Air: a whirlwind of movement and drama. Four industrial fans placed on stage fill the space with ongoing air – adding to the ferocity of the emotionally charged journey. Fire unfolds with a more abstracted, visceral physicality, as the women of Ellis Wood Dance manipulate their bodies in space with sensual abandon. Topless and sheathed in endless mesh fabric and little else, the dancers writhe and pull its limits, traversing through the space as their embers intensify into a reckless blaze. Earth follows beginning with a personal ritual and building through tension, anxiety and struggle to an apocalyptic explosion. Just as hope seems lost – Water begins and a rebirth is realized. 

The evening-length work incorporates an original score by Composer Daniel Bernard Roumain.  Architect Ed Rawlings, designer of the new Dance Theater Workshop, has created a multi-media set for the piece. Rawlings has developed an element-inspired film which is projected simultaneously with the music and choreography. In addition, Naoko Nagata has designed the costumes, each echoing unique qualities of a particular element.

“Ms. Wood makes dark, dense dances for women. Her choreography sometimes seems to have been written out in blood.”  

-Jennifer Dunning, (preview) New York Times
 “This Hurricane seemed unstoppable…Wood’s dances are choreographically strong and emotionally scary.”

-Jack Anderson, New York Times
“Riotous, satisfying…one reason is the barely contained abandon in Wood’s choreography. Energy explodes from torsos, courses through limbs…another reason is the work’s operatic tanztheater melodrama.”

- Susan Yung, Dance Magazine
“Wood employs her signature highly physical style of choreographic expression… a wonderfully cathartic frenzy of action.”

-Lisa Jo Sagolla, Back Stage
“Ellis Wood is a tempest. Her recent premiere, "Hurricane Flora," seen this past weekend at Dance Theater Workshop, where I am a member of the board, pounds like a furious gale. Nine women toss themselves through the theater with thrilling virtuosity and a seething sensuality, shifting quickly from wounded waif to raging banshee. Wood's choreography is both rant and rapture, moving in a moment from exposed to authoritative.”

- Maura Nguyen Donohue, The Dance Insider
SCHEDULE

2006

January-August

Joyce SoHo Residency, NYC

www.joyce.org/soho.html
June 2 & 3 

Dancenow/NYC Festival – Joe’s Pub, 9:30pm

www.dancenownyc.org
European Tour 

June 6 – 9 -- Amsterdam 

http://squat.net/overtoom301/pages/home.html
June 9 – 15 -- Portugal 

June 15 – 19  -- Germany 

http://www.projekttheater.de/
June 19 – 26 -- Portugal  

July 27
Joyce SoHo Open Rehearsal/Talk Back 12:00pm-2:00pm

www.joyce.org/soho.html
August 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30

LMCC SiteLines Festival

55 Wall Street, NYC 

12:00pm & 12:30pm each day

www.lmcc.net/sitelines
August 24 – 27

Celebrate Dance Festival, San Diego, CA

www.eveoke.org/cdf.htm
September 16

Dancenow/NYC Festival at Joe’s Pub, 9:30pm

www.dancenownyc.org
October 17

Drew University, New Jersey, 7:30pm

www.drew.edu
2007

January 20 –23

APAP, NYC

Jodi Kaplan & Associates Showcase

www.bookingdance.com
January 14 – February 4

Company Residency, UC Berkeley, CA

www.berkeley.edu
February 3

Cowell Theater, San Francisco, CA

www.fortmason.org
March

Dance New Amsterdam Residency, NYC

www.dnadance.org
April 

Dance New Amsterdam, NYC Performances

www.dnadance.org
April

Commission: Movement Source Dance Company, Phoenix, AZ

www.movementsource.org
June

New York University Company Residency

www.nyu.edu
